The Greek Declensions: A Brief Guide by Sean Gabb

English is mostly an “uninflected language” — that is, the relationship between words in a sentence is shown by their

(1752

position and by the use of prepositions. Nouns only change by adding “s” or “es” or “en” to show plural forms. Verbs

mostly change only in the third person singular — eg, “I see,

you see,” “he sees.” In Greek — an “inflected language”

— relationship is shown mostly by changes to the ends of words. Here is a very brief guide to Greek nouns.

The Nominative

The Ancient Greek nominative, like the Proto-Indo-
European nominative, is used for the subject and for
things describing the subject (predicate nouns or
adjectives):

e TOKPATNG YOp GOPOG TV Koi dikarog
e For Socrates was wise and just

The Vocative

The vocative is used when somebody is directly
speaking to that object/person:

The vocative is used for addressing people or things. It
is frequently the same as the nominative in the singular
and always the same in the plural.

e 0T Aéyeic, @ Tdkparteg
e What you say is true, Socrates

The Accusative
The accusative is used for the object of a verb, and
also after prepositions. After prepositions it is often

used for the destination of motion:

o méumovowy € Kpitnyv dyyélovg
e They send messengers to Crete

The Genitive
The Ancient Greek genitive can often be translated
with the preposition “of” or the English possessive

case:

e 17100 Kaicapog yovn
e The wife of Caesar

It is also used after prepositions, especially those
which mean “from”:

e amiAbev éx THG Gyopag
o He went away from the market-place

The Dative

The Ancient Greek dative corresponds to the
Proto-Indo-European dative, instrumental, or
locative. When it corresponds to the dative, it
expresses the person or thing that is indirectly
affected by an action, and can often be translated
with the prepositions “to” or “for”:

o Aéyel NV povteiov TM TOKPATEL
e He tells the oracle to Socrates

When the dative corresponds to the Proto-Indo-
European instrumental, it expresses the thing with
which something is done, and can often be
translated by the preposition “with’:

o EParré pe AiBorg
e He was hitting me with stones”

When the dative corresponds to the Proto-Indo-
European locative case (this is often the case
when it is used with prepositions), it expresses
location (sometimes figuratively) or time, and can
often be translated by “in,” “at,” or “on”:

o Tpit® &TEL OPOLOYN GOV ABnvaiolg
e In the third year they came to an
agreement with the Athenians”

The dative is also frequently used after
prepositions, such as v “in”:

e &V Ti| pdym amébavev
e He died in the battle”

On the next page, | give the main forms of the three declensions of nouns. I ignore the dual cases, as they are not used
very often, and are never used below A2 Level.

Note: Many endings are the same for different cases. The reason for this is that Classical Greek grammar is a snapshot
of a language in the process of becoming less inflected — some point between the hyper-inflections of its parent Aryan
language and its somewhat less inflected Modern Greek.



The Articles — agree with the nouns to which they are attached
in gender (masculine, feminine or neuter), number (singular or

plural) and case.

Learning these will help you recognise nouns of the first and

second declensions, and many adjectives.

Feminine nouns of the First Declension — three
kinds: twyur) (honour), xwoa (country), Moboa
(Muse). The Singular cases differ, but the plurals
are identical, given a few variations of accent.

Masculine nouns of the First Declension — two
kinds: viaviag (youth), Koutr)c (judge) The
Singular cases differ, but the plurals are identical,
given a few variations of accent. Notice how the
endings do not always indicate gender.

Masculine and feminine noun endings of the
Second Declension are almost identical with the
masculine articles. Neuter noun endings are
almost identical with the neuter articles. 0
Aoyog (word, m),n vijoog (island, f), 16 Cvyov
(yoke, n)

Notice how gender is shown by giving the
relevant article before the nominative singular

The Third Declension is very large. It includes
nouns of all three genders, and these are often
irregular. However, you get through this by
considering that the nominative singulars are
diverse, but the genitive singulars end in —oc.

Most adjectives (not all) are declined in masculine
and neutral like nouns of the second declension, and
in the feminine like feminine nouns of the second

declension.

As with articles, adjectives agree with the nouns to
which they are attached in gender (masculine,
feminine or neuter), number (singular or plural) and

case.

Singular Plural
Case M F N M F N
Nominative o 1 0 ot at ™™
Vocative @ @ @ @ @ @
Accusative OV ™V 16 T00¢ TAS TA
Genitive b 1o tod TV TV TOV
Dative ™ i) T Tolg  Talg  TOlg
Case Sing Sing Sing All Plural
N Tun Xwoa Moboa -aL eg xwor
A% Tun Xwoa Movoa -aL eg xwatl
A TIUNV XWoav Movoav -0G  eg XwWog
G TIUNG palelots Movorng. -V eg XWwowWv
D Tuh Xwoa Movon -0UG g XWOMLS
Case Sing Plural Sing Plural
N viaviag  viaviat Koutrc  Koutat
\" viavia viaviat Kourtd  Kottat
A viaviav viavioag Kortrlv  Koutag
G viaviov  viaviv Kottod  Kottdwv
D viavia viaviag Koutiy  Koutalg
Case Sing Plural Sing Plural Sing Plural
N 0 Adyog Aoyor M vijoog vijoor  Té Cvyov  Cuyd
v Abye Adyor  vfjooe vijoot  Cuydv Cuya
A Aoyov Adyovg  vijoov vijooug  Cuydv Cuya
G Adyovg  Adywv  vijoou vijowv  Cuyod Cuydv
D AdYw Adyolc  vijow vijools  Zuy® Cuyolg
Case Sing Plural Sing Plural
N 0 @VAaE  @UAakeg TO OWHA  CWHATA
A% PUAE @UAaKEG owua oouaTa
A PVAaka  POAakag owpa oopaTa
G POAOKOS  PLAAKWV OOUATOS  OWHATWV
D @VAaxL  PUAaEL(V) oouatt  owpaoyv)
oo@Og, wise piAiog, friendly
Sing M F N M F N
N oopoc  ooei copdv  @idloc @l @lAov
v oope ooPT) copdv  @iAe PUia  @iAov
A gopov  coenv ooV @iAlov  @uliav  @iAlov
G gopolL  copnic  go@olL  @uiiov  @uliag  @LAiov
D oo ool Al @ALD PAla el
Plural M F N M F N
N gopot  ocopal copa  @idlot  @Aial  @ida
\" gogol  ocopal  copd  @idlor  @UAial @Al
A go@oUg  OopAc  copd  @UAiovg  @uAiag @Al
G goPOV 00V  TOPOV  EUiwv Uiy @uliowv
D oo@oic  ocopals oo@oic @uiolg  @UAialc  @LAiolg
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